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Abstract: During an arachnological survey in the Šumava National Park in 2016, two very rare spider 

species were discovered: Araneus saevus (Araneidae) was recorded for the second time, 45 years after its first 

report in the Czech Republic. The species is therefore no longer regionally extinct, and can be considered 

critically endangered. Theridion boesenbergi (Theridiidae) was recorded for the first time in the Šumava Mts. 

Ecological characterisation of the species is improved, being more psychrophilous than was previously 

expected. Almost all collected specimens of both species from the Czech Republic are deposited in the 

National Museum in Prague.
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Introduction
The spider fauna of the Šumava Mts. is relatively well known, thanks mainly to research of Dr. 

Mts., eight of them (Araneus saevus, Carorita limnaea, Clubiona norvegica, Dictyna major, 
Gnaphosa badia, G. microps, Pardosa ferruginea and P. hyperborea) live only in the Šumava 

-
ing results and new species for the Šumava Mts.

Material and methods
-
-
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Results and discussion

Araneus saevus (L. Koch, 1872) (Figs. 1–4)

Araneus saevus
regions. 

-

Austria (Nentwig et al. 2017).

Fig. 1. Araneus saevus, female (P6A-6385), habitus. Photo: P. Dolejš.



Journal of the National Museum (Prague), Natural History Series | 2017

A. saevus

In the Nearctic region, A. 
saevus occurs from Alaska 

contrast to the Palaearctic 
region, it has different natu-

trees (Populus sp.), lodge-
pole pines (Pinus contorta

Araneus solitarius
A. saevus

-

endangered instead. In Slovakia, A. saevus

Surprisingly, Araneus saevus
-

Fig. 2. Araneus saevus, female 
(P6A-6385), epigyne (scale bar 
0.5 mm). Orig.: P. Dolejš.

Fig. 3. Araneus saevus, biotope at the proximity of the Kvilda 
village. Photo: V. Kroc.

Fig. 4. Distribution map of Araneus saevus (square) and Theridion 

boesenbergi (circles) in the Czech Republic.



 2017 | Journal of the National Museum (Prague), Natural History Series

Fig. 5. Theridion boesenbergi, male (P6A-6399), habitus. Photo: P. Dolejš.

Fig. 6. Theridion boesenbergi, female (P6A-6398), habitus. Photo: P. Dolejš.
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Theridion boesenbergi Strand, 1904          
(Figs. 4–9)

Theridion boesenbergi -

-

T. boesenbergi was known from only one record 

Fig. 7. Theridion boesenbergi , male (P6A-
6399), palp (scale bar 0.1 mm). Orig.:  
P. Dolejš.

Fig. 8. Theridion boesenbergi, female (P6A-6398), 
epigyne (scale bar 0.1 mm). Orig.: P. Dolejš.
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Cinetata gradata Theridion boesenbergi (Theridiidae). 

Fig. 9. Theridion boesenbergi, biotope of the Úval-Zvonková 
Natural Monument. Photo: P. Dolejš.
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Araneus saevus
The discovery of Araneus saevus

Cinetata gradata 
Theridion boesenbergi

Cinetata gradata 
Theridion boesenbergi
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Araneus

Theridion boesenbergi
Theridion boesenbergi Strand, 
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